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that the composer can utter with sufficient taste and address any
inspiration that may come to him. Miss Adeline de Lara played
Rubinstein's concerto in D minor. Considering that Miss de
Lara's frame is not of the most powerful build, and that her tech-
nique is rather that of Henselt than of Rubinstein, her perform-
ance may fairly be described as extraordinary. On her last ap-
pearance at the Palace her fingers were startlingly rapid and ac-
curate; but the hardness of her touch, and the nervous tension
at which she played, shewed that the effort demanded by the
manual execution left her little energy to spare for artistic treat-
ment. She was able to play the piano, but not to play with it. On
Saturday her finger-work was as brilliant as before; but it seemed
to be much further within her utmost resources, and to leave her
comparatively at ease. Her class as a pianist cannot, however, be
determined until she lets us hear her play the concertos of greater
masters than Rubinstein.

28 October 1891

IF experience had not convinced me these many years that theatre
managers of all kinds, and operatic impresarii in particular, retain
to the end the madness which first led them to their profession, I
should be tempted to remonstrate with Signer Lago for getting
a good thing like Cavalleria Rusticana, and tying Crispino e la
Comare round its neck. As a member of a Northern race, I refuse
to have patience with Crispino. Any grasshopper with a mod-
erately good ear could write reams of such stuff after spending
three months in Italy. Offenbach's lightest operetta looms in in-
tellectual majesty above this brainless lilting, with its colorless
orchestration and its exasperatingly light-hearted and empty-
headed recitatives, accompanied by sickly chords on the violon-
cello with the third always in the bass. Perhaps Coquelin might
make the farcical adventures of the shoemaker amusing; but
Ciampi is not Coquelin: he is not even Ciampi in his prime. The
simple-minded Italians of Soho, if they could obtain a biglietto
d'ingresso for a shilling, would no doubt bless Signer Lago for
restoring to them, in a foreign land, a sort of entertainment which
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